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Berkeley Park Annual Meeting Tuesday October 25, 2016 
 
Please SAVE THE DATE for the Berkeley Park HOA Annual Meeting!  It will be on 
Tuesday, October 25, 2015 at 6:00 P.M. at the St. John Neumann School 
Library.  Your attendance or proxy designation is needed in order to have a 
quorum to conduct the business of the Association.  This can’t happen without 
your help!  We hope to see you all there! We will distribute Annual Meeting   
Notice Packets by postal mail, as required and also by e-mail, which is our      
preferred method of communication. We will vote electronically again as we did 
last year or if you prefer by paper ballot/proxy. Our covenants and restrictions 
require 50% of all homeowners to vote or we have to have a second meeting 
where only 25% is required for a quorum. More information will follow! 

Coyote Spotted 
 

Homeowners spotted a coyote sitting atop of the hill behind the St. John Neu-

mann baseball field around 8:30pm. Saturday evening, August 6. It later turned 

and went into the wooded area that sits in front of Berkeley Park and borders the 

greenway on one side and St. John Court on the other. Please be on the lookout 

for them in Berkeley Park because they have been seen walking through our 

neighborhood in past years. In some states coyotes have begun to act aggres-

sively toward humans, chasing joggers and bicyclists, confronting people walk-

ing their dogs, and stalking small children. Coyotes are often attracted to food 

and animals that are small enough to appear as prey. Items such as garbage, pet 

food, and sometimes feeding stations for birds and squirrels attract coyotes into 

backyards. We encourage homeowners not to leave garbage out overnight before 

pickup but instead put it out the morning of pickup. Also please alert family 

members, especially small children, to possible hazards to small children and 

pets. Please report sightings to the HOA so we will know if the problem becomes 

worse so we can report it to local officials. 

Board of Directors 

Newton Calhoun President  nmcalhoun@msn.com 

Ron Smith  Vice President  ronsmith08@charter.net 

Rusty Walker  Secretary  rustywalker777@yahoo.com  

Craig Davis  Treasurer  davisc3@yahoo.com 

Maria Elena Wallace Member @ Large mariaelena@charter.net 

The pool will be closing 

for the season on  

Monday, September 

12th.  

 

The clubhouse will close 

on November 7th.   
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Homeowners Report on Clearing Lot 34 
In May of 2014 we purchased Lot 34 in Phase Two (905 Belle Grove Road) on which we intend to build our retire-

ment home.  Since then we have been methodically working toward that goal. 

On our most recent trip to Knoxville (mid-May) we found the lot to be an unimpenetrable thicket of dense under-

brush which wove together thorns, vines (both poisonous and non), hundreds of saplings, about 25 small trees (some 

of which were dead or dying), and the prospect of snakes, the populations of which we were informed were substan-

tial in the area this year. 

In response to the 6/1/16 memo from the HOA regarding the upkeep of vacant lots, and after some communication 

with John at Volunteer Lawn and review of the Covenants and Restrictions with the ACC Board, we were able to 

remedy almost all of those problems in short order.  As a result the lot now is fully visible from the street and Board 

president Newton Calhoun asked me to jot down a few thoughts on the experience, which taught us that there are a 

number of reasons to clean up a vacant lot. 

Appearance.  An overgrown vacant lot makes it difficult—if not impossible—to see the boundaries, the contours, 

and the overall value of the property.  If, for instance, the lot is for sale, prospective buyers can more accurately en-

vision their new home situated on the lot and thereby increase the desirability of same. 

Snakes and other varmints.  While we did not find any evidence of snakes residing on the lot that does not mean 

there were not some homesteading the property.  Removing their cover is just being a good neighbor to the adjoining 

residents, as well as making sure that any resident serpents begin making plans to obtain housing and shelter else-

where before we begin construction. 

Vandals.  Unfortunately we have read of numerous encounters in the area with the less than desirable human ele-

ment; removing cover for such burgeoning mischief is, again, just being a good neighbor for adjoining residents. 

Promoting the health of old growth trees.  As the saplings and vines grow they sap nutrients from the soil as well as 

choke off air and sunlight from the old growth trees.  The removal of all of this parasitic clutter allows the older trees 

to obtain all of the air, water, and food they need to flush out their limbs and branches, and to grow even taller and 

more attractive.  If the obvious objective is to ultimately save as many of the indigenous trees on the lot as possible, 

then the way to do so is to begin well in advance of the stress on them that the eventual construction process will 

bring to the site. 

Soil erosion.  The one thing that no one wants is for any clearing work to introduce the calamity that the erosion and 

runoff of the soil would bring, and that requires attention to the existing root systems and networks inherent in na-

ture.  Since every plant has some sort of root system, it stands to reason that those systems become intertwined over 

time.  As such, the disturbance of one of those root systems will have a ripple effect on the other systems in the gen-

eral area, which means that at the outset it is not a good idea to just rip small trees out of the ground.  Leaving their 

root systems intact in the interim will hold the ground firm, and will allow the root systems of the larger trees in the 

network to take over the space as the now headless smaller root systems atrophy. 

Done correctly and with forethought the initial clearing of a vacant lot can improve its appearance and increase its 

value, reduce cover for varmints and vandals, and promote the health and growth of established trees.  It’s a win for 

the neighborhood, a win for the neighbors, and a win for the owner.  In our opinion it’s just the right thing to do. 

We’d also like to express our appreciation to all of the board members who gave of their time and expertise to ac-

complish this task in a very short period of time.  Newton, Ron, Rusty, Lin, Lonnie, Remon, Craig, Marie Elena, 

Shannon at the HOA office, and John at Volunteer Lawn went above and beyond and for that we are very thankful.  

We’d also like to say to everyone we met at the Family Spring Outing what a pleasure it was to make your acquain-

tance; we already feel at home in Berkeley Park and are looking forward to being a part of the community as soon as 

we can.  Thanks again to all for everything. 

 

Richard & Joyce Cornell 

 

 

 

 

Before            After  
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Berkeley Park Social Committee 

Twenty Berkeley ladies joined at the “Water into Wine’ Bistro for a 

glass of wine, and a time to visit and brainstorm future socials for the 

neighborhood. Special thanks to Barbara Budlong and Barbara Enser 

for hosting and all those who attended. 

POOL VANDALS 
At 9:30 PM on Sunday the 4th of September, two male teenagers were observed swimming 
at the pool. Great...that is what the pool is for.  At 10:30 PM that same evening, pool 
lounge chairs had to be retrieved from the pool. That obviously is not what our pool is for. 
Were your children swimming that night?  Please help us maintain Berkeley Park and your 

Lost and Found 
 

 

 

2 kids bicycles, a baby car seat, a 

toy lawnmower and a teddy bear 

were found in the common property 

up near the interstate (see picture).  

These items will be taken to the pool 

for pick-up if they belong to anyone 

in Berkeley Park.  If not retrieved by 

Wednesday, September 14th, they 

will be taken to Goodwill.   


